Vocabulary Training Methods 

- This list gives an overview over some vocabulary training methods. 

- The methods are suitable for new vocabulary and vocabulary that has to be repeated. 

- The list shows a method and an example taken from the Vocab Sheet dealing with the   

   vocabulary introduced by the text for the 2nd excursion (From the Sandfort Brook to the   

   Belm brook)

● Definition of words with the help of  

   relative clauses
Pupils get the word and have to find a definition of it. In order to train relative pronouns, which are often part of definitions, the pupils should make use of them in their definition. After having found a definition by themselves, pupils can compare their definition with the one which is given in a monolingual dictionary like the DCE (Dictionary of Contemporary English). 

example:

 lawn:

an area of ground in a garden or park that is covered with short grass

● Spelling: letters which are left out have to be found
example:

_t _ e i _ _ t e _ i _ g

● Personal meaning about a key word (discursive essays and letters on various topics)
This vocabulary training method helps to keep the word in mind because pupils think about it by expressing their opinion. 

For example, pupils could write a letter or an essay about the key word straightening in which they state the advantages and disadvantages of the straightening of the river “Hase” before writing a conclusion that contains their own opinion.  

example: 

letter or discursive essays on the key word straightening of the river “Hase”

●  Scrambled eggs
This method helps to deal with the word's spelling because pupils are engaged in finding the correct order of the word's letters.

example:

n e l c u s e o r  =  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

●  Tabu
Tabu cards which contain a generic term that has to be explained and several subordinate terms that pupils are not allowed to use when explaining the generic term are a good way of explaining a word (finding a definition) and thus to keep it in mind. 

The game can be played in class either by dividing the pupils into two groups or by forming several smaller groups. 

Pupils might also produce tabu cards by themselves. By trying to find words that are typical for the generic, they really have to think about the new vocabulary. 

   

● Multiple Choice 

Here, the definition of a word is given and pupils have to choose the correct word which is defined. 

The land at the side of a river

 ○    river basin 

       ○    river bed

 ○    river bank

       ○   river side

● Vocabulary box
The words hidden in the vocabulary box are written horizontally, vertically, and diagonally. The example on the right contains eleven words dealing with the text of the 2nd excursion. 


● Crossword

example

1. a stream or river that that flows into a larger river

2. an area surrounded by a well or fence
3. the system of pipes and artificial lakes used to clean and store water before it is 
supplied to a town

4. to become straight or make something straight

5. a long narrow hole cut into the ground at the side of a field, road etc, especially for water to flow through

6. along the river, in the opposite direction from the way the water flowing

7. the part of the river where it joins the sea

8. in the direction that the water in a river is flowing

9. when ice melts, this is called

10. a small brightly-coloured bird with a blue body that eats fish in rivers

solution: 
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        body of water





- lake 





- big





- fishes





- aquatic animal





- area
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