



By the river Piedra I sat down and wept

a Short Story written by Paulo Coelho

By the river Piedra I sat down and wept is a short story which focuses on love and paganism (female aspect of divinity, including the mother goddess, the Virgin Mary and the immaculate conception)

Pilar, the main character, is an independent young women, who is frustrated because of the grind of university life. She looks for greater meaning. When she meets up with a childhood sweetheart, who is now a spiritual teacher, a rumoured healer and a miracle worker, Pilar's life takes a turn. Together, they set off on a journey through the French Pyrenees where the journey unfolds.

By the river Piedra I sat down and wept is the first part in Coelho's trilogy On the Seventh Day. The other two parts are Veronika Decides to Die and The Devil and Miss Prym. The trilogy is about a week in the life of someone ordinary to whom something extraordinary happens. 

Staging Liminality: Setting in Ngugi wa Thiong'o's 

The River Between 




written by Ngugi wa Thiong'o 

The River Between (1965) is part of the postcolonial and postimperial literature in English. 

Two mountain ridges are an organizing conceit that dramatizes the antagonism between two competing native constituencies and their seemingly irreconcilable belief structures. Because the setting (presumably the late 1940's or early 1950's) precedes emergence of substantive attempts at decolonization, Ngugi's novel portrays not so much the conflict between "colonizer" and "colonized" but the internal conflicts and plural ambitions of native people themselves. The novel's opening situates the narrative's broader conflicts within a Kenyan landscape that has yet to experience the effects of British colonialism. The deeply rooted conflict between the Kameno and Makuyu ridges is centrally one of religious antagonism; whereas the Kameno ridge, home of the novel's protagonist Waiyaki, symbolizes a continuation of indigenous cultural traditions such as polytheism and circumcision, the inhabitants of the Makuyu ridge had already succumbed to the exigencies of Christianity and British educational systems. Waiyaki, perhaps occupying a liminal position between the two ridges, is forced to negotiate between contending loyalties and allegiances--between, on one hand, his foreseen responsibility as the prophesied "saviour" of Kameno traditions, and on the other hand, his conviction in the values of British education and his clandestine relationship with Nyambura, the beautiful daughter of the region's foremost Christian minister.
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written by Dennis Lehane

The book tells the story of three boys growing up as friends (Dave Boyle, Sean Devine and Jimmy Marcus) in Boston. Dave is abducted by child moesters while Sean and Jimmy are playing on a side street. Dave is returned home days later, obviously deeply disturbed by his experience. 

25 years later, Sean has become a policeman, Jimmy is a convenience store owner (and ex-convict) and Dave remains a fractured eggshell of a human being. 

Jimmy's daughter disappears and is found brutally murdered in a city park. The same night, Dave comes home to his wife, covered in someone else's blood.

Sean is assigned to investigate the murder and the three childhood friends are caught up in each other's lives again. Complicating matters is the fact that Dave and Jimmy are now related by marriage. As Jimmy becomes more and more convinced that Dave is the killer, Sean must work even more frantically in an effort to clear Dave's name, or else bring him behind the safety of prison walls (and out of the reach of Jimmy's anger).
River's End 

written by  Nora Roberts





Olivia MacBride and her parents, a fairy-tale Hollywood family, had everything--fame, fortune, and love. But when 4-year-old Olivia awakens one night to find her mother brutally murdered and her father, Sam, standing over her corpse, the little girl's dreamland dissolves before her very eyes. 

Whisked away to the sanctuary of the Olympic Peninsula by her grandparents, Olivia learns to bury the past deep within her. Determined to protect herself from painful memories, Olivia limits her life to the emerald rain forests and the River's End resort. Years later, when Noah Brady arrives on her doorstop, Olivia allows her defenses to slip and opens herself to the passion that sparks between them. 

When she learns that Noah is fascinated with her mother's death and is writing a tell-all novel, Olivia is devastated. But as Noah helps Olivia acknowledge the lingering effects of her painful memories, she learns to trust him again. With careful research and the apparent cooperation of Sam, Noah begins to unravel the mysteries of that night. However, soon after Sam's release from prison, dangerous threats begin to pursue Noah and Olivia. When the killer enters the serenity of their world, Noah and Olivia must face the dark secrets of the past, or fail to secure a safe future. 

With the same skills that earned her the 1997 Romance Writers of America Lifetime Achievement Award, Nora Roberts convincingly peers into the complex minds and motivations of her characters. Though Roberts stumbles in her attempt to write with the voice of a 4-year-old child, her luscious descriptions of Hollywood glamour and rain forest wilderness ring realistic and true. Both longtime fans and new readers alike will enjoy the intriguing suspense and electric passion in this romantic thriller.

(Information taken from Amazon, Wikipedia and www.sholars.nus.edu)
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